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MEDIA RELEASE
August 6, 1987
WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY
OPERATING AT RECORD PACE
MISSOULA —
Lumber and plywood continued to pour out of Montana's forest
products plants through the first six months of 1987, almost
guaranteeing a record-breaking year for the industry should the
trend continue, according to new figures from a University of
Montana research office.
The estimates, compiled by the UM Bureau of Business and
Economic Research, are based on a quarterly survey done in
cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association.

The

survey includes 31 plants, accounting for more than 90 percent of
the state's forest products manufacturing activity.
Charles E. Keegan, director of forest products research,
said the forest products industry is still reaching very high
production levels, especially for lumber and plywood.

The trend

toward high production began nearly two years ago and shows no
sign of abating, Keegan said.
Estimated lumber production during the first six months of
1987 was 791 million board feet, up from 741 million board feet
produced in the first half of 1986.

Plywood production was up

from 335 million square feet in the first half of 1986 to 360
million square feet in the first half of 1987.
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Production employment and wages were also up over 1986.

An

average of 4,381 production workers at mills surveyed were on the
job during the first half of 1987, compared to 4,260 for the same
time a year ago.

Total wages paid to production workers were

$55,003,000 in the first half of 1987, compared to $53,924,000
for the first half of 1986.
The figures refer only to production workers at mill sites
and do not include the several thousand workers in logging,
trucking and other related areas.
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